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useful work as engineers and surveyors on canals and roads.
He paid so much attention to the bridging &nd macadam-
izing of the roads, that in his jurisdiction the communications
were the best of their day in all India, greatly facilitating the
through traffic with Calcutta, until in t their turn they were
superseded by the railway.

He can hardly be said to have formed the great school of
administrators in the North-western Provinces, which was
virtually established by some of those who preceded him,
especially by Mcrtins Bird. But he developed and confirmed it,
identifying himself with its ideas, and securing for it that fame
and consideration which are among the passports to public
success. He hud just been appointed Governor of Madras by
the Court of Directors, and a new &ra of administrative vigour
was anticipated for southern India, when he died after a few
days' illness in the midst of the provinces he had loved so well.
The Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie, commemorated the event
in a "Gazette extraordinary" with words of nervous yet grace-
ful eloquence. The crash of events consequent on the war of
the mutinies, and the changes which thereupon swept over the
land, probably prevented a full history of his masterly adminis-
tration being prepared at the time* A brief but very interesting
memoir of him appeared iu the Calcutta Een&io from the pen
of William Muir, who was Secretary to his Government at
the time of hin death, and copious selections frgm his public
despatches were publinhecl He perhaps became regarded as one
belonging to a bygone ^ra, though truly his example is one
which ought to be kept before the eyes of coming generations
of public officers. But even the best memoir would fail to
express adequately the affectionate respect for him which
survives in the recollection of those who saw him doing his
daily work. In their memories his conversation, whether fired
with zeal for the common welfare, or gently beaming with
charity and benevolence, forms a sunny spot on which perpetual
light seems to rest* John Lawrence in the clays of his great-
ness would often declare that as a civil administrator he drooped
his flag to Thomason. When receiving decorations in after